
Gentle Yoga Practice - Veterans Yoga Project (45 mins)
10:00 am-10:45 am (CDT)
Brianna, USMC veteran/spouse & Veterans Yoga Project Director of Programs, will guide a 45 minute 
gentle practice which will incorporate mindful breathwork, gentle movement, and conclude with a 
guided rest practice. Gear to have on hand may be a blanket, a chair or blocks, and mat.

Opening Plenary: The Nuclear Weapons Industry – 
Creating Victims – More Than 75 Years and Counting
1:00 pm- 3:30 pm (CDT)
Welcome to the 2020 VFP Convention, the first-ever virtual VFP convention! During this opening plena-
ry, there will be an acknowledgement of occupied indigenous land and a recognition of the work we 
need to do externally for peace and internally to create peace in our own spaces. There will be an 
address from VFP leaders, advisors and guests on the intersections of current events with peace work. 
We will highlight key convention events and things-to-know about the week. Our first panel to will take 
the stage to discuss the impacts of the nuclear era from the bombing of Japan to the health and envi-
ronmental harm of bomb testing.

Presidents Reception
4:30 pm- 5:30 pm
The Presidents reception this year will be in a Zoom meeting format with the VFP Board President, and 
some of our VFP Advisory Board members in breakout rooms ready to speak with small groups of 
Convention attendees. VFP Executive Director, Garett Reppenhagen, will be in the main Zoom "room" 
ready to help folks visit and have discussions in these various breakout rooms.

Poetry and Song Soirée
6:30 pm- 7:30 pm CDT
Join us for the VFP Poetry and Song Soirée! Featuring poetry, spoken word, and song.
If you would like to read a poem or sing a song, please make sure that you fill out our form: 
https://bit.ly/2020VFPSoiree

VETERANS FOR PEACE
2020 ONLINE CONVENTION

August 2nd - 9th, 2020

TO ACCESS THE BELOW EVENTS:

TO ACCESS THE BELOW EVENTS:
1. Make sure you are signed into your virtual account at vfp2020.attendease.com

2. Visit either the Agenda page, OR if you have added events to your
schedule, go to “My Account”, click on “My Schedule”

3. From either of these pages (make sure you are on the correct day of the 
agenda) click “Watch Now” at the time of the event to enter into the programming

If you have not done so yet, please make sure to watch our recorded tutorial at
https://bit.ly/ConventionTutorialRecording

PDF OF VIRTUAL EVENT SCHEDULE
Please note that the below information is subject to change and the most accurate 
schedule of events can be found online at vfp2020.attendease.com/agenda.
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Gentle Flow Yoga - Veterans Yoga Project (30 mins)
10:00 am-10:30 am, August 3, 2020 (CDT)
Erica, U.S. Air Force veteran and VYP Area Manager for Alaska will guide you on a 30-minute 
gentle flow class is suitable for all levels, to include those new to yoga. We will focus on our 
breath and matching that breath to our movement. There will be some Yin (longer holds) in 
this class as well.

Workshop - Save Our VA: A National Call to Action
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 3, 2020 (CDT)
Save our VA (SOVA) is one of VFP’s priority working groups. The newly established SOVA 
Steering Committee has been working diligently since their February Lobbying Conference in 
Washington DC to organize a strategic and directed campaign at saving veterans health care 
from privatization. Join the SOVA panel discussion at this year's VFP Nation Convention where 
we will outline the SOVA cause, reasons for the SOVA campaign, the actions SOVA Working 
Group is taking, and encourage local chapter involvement.

Workshop - War Tax Resistance: Methods and Consequences
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 3, 2020 (CDT)
Workshop presenters Randy Kehler, Lida Shao, and Lincoln Rice will lead a discussion on war 
tax resistance—sharing stories, motivations, and practical advice. The session will address 
the most common methods of war tax resistance and the likely consequences, which are very 
few at the moment. Like most government departments other than the military, the IRS has 
seen significant funding cuts in the last two decades that have greatly curtailed their ability to 
collect on or penalize war tax resisters.

Although the IRS has not attempted a house or car seizure on any war tax resisters since 
1999, Randy will share his experience of having his family’s home seized around 1990 and 
the subsequent community support. There will be ample time for questions and discussion. 
This session is perfect for people new to war tax resistance or just getting started.

Workshop - The Two Faces of Nuclear: From Hiroshima to Fukushima
2:00 pm- 3:00 pm, August 3, 2020 (CDT)
This workshop is in part an audio-visual storytelling of the two nuclear disasters, Hiroshi-
ma/Nagasaki and Fukushima. It will present the facts and figures to demonstrate the material 
cost of the disasters, as well as personal stories to allow the audience to experience the 
human cost of nuclear disasters. Another part of the presentation is a call to action for more 
widespread anti-nuke education and advocacy not only during the month of August but also 
throughout the year to prevent another nuclear war. We will get inspiration from a public 
installation done at the Arlington West Memorial at Santa Monica Beach on August 5th two 
years ago. The speakers intend to present ideas and tools for workshop attendees to "take 
home" to host educational events in their own communities.
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Workshop - Exposing Contamination at a Base Near You
4:00 pm- 5:00 pm, August 3, 2020 (CDT)
PFAS (per- and poly fluoroalkyl substances) may be more deadly than Agent Orange and 
PCB’s together. These chemicals, used in firefighting foams by the military, have poisoned 
the environment and are linked to many cancers and birth defects. They bioaccumulate and 
they never go away.

After a brief overview, participants will be directed to access engineer’s reports on military 
websites that detail the contamination at a base in their own state. Participants will be shown 
how to search for a variety of terms that detail the environmental crimes, e.g. groundwater 
results, groundwater flow, surface water results, surface water flow, sanitary sewer system, 
river, creek, fish, tissue, incineration, etc.
 
Once the search is completed from documents sometimes containing 500 pages, activists will 
be instructed to gather and compare the results to local press stories, if they exist. Finally, 
activists will be guided on how to prepare press advisories documenting the contamination.

Plenary: Resisting Nuclear War and Militarism in the Pacific
6:00 pm- 7:30 pm, August 3, 2020 (CDT)
This plenary will address the connections between nuclear bomb testing, U.S. war prepara-
tions and the colonization of Hawaii, the Marshall Islands, Guam and Okinawa. The panelists 
are activists from these Pacific island nations who can address the history of U.S. militariza-
tion on their island nations, the impact on the indigenous people and environment, and the 
current struggles to regain their independence and preserve their cultures.
Organized by the VFP Golden Rule Project.

Discussion Room: How to Confront Trump's Fascism
7:30 pm- 8:30 pm, August 3, 2020 (CDT)
An open discussion on organizing a VFP response to the growing concerns of voter suppres-
sion, freud and election tampering combined with a likelihood that the sitting president will 
refuse to leave the White House if he loses and possibly grow civil unrest and division in our 
communities.

As unmarked enforcers and federal agents deploy to our cities nationwide and our streets 
become militarized to suppress people's rights, how will VFP mobilize?

FILM SCREENING: British Satirical “Ban the Bomb” Comedy
7:30 pm- 9:00 pm, August 3, 2020 (CDT)
Join us for a screening of a British satirical “Ban the Bomb” comedy.
-----------
Late-night film screenings are a VFP Convention tradition. This year, we are experimenting 
with hosting film screenings via Zoom in order to facilitate synchronous viewing where audi-
ence members can communicate via “chat” while watching the films, and join in post-film 
discussion.
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Gentle Hatha Flow Yoga - Veterans Yoga Project (45 mins)
10:00 am-10:45 am, August 4, 2020 (CDT)
Eric, U.S. Army veteran, will guide you to a 45 min Gentle Hatha flow focusing on pairing 
movements with the breath. We will be working on stretching the lower back and opening up 
the hips. All the poses will be done in a slow and deliberate way with suggestions on using 
props or other variations for those unable or unwilling to go into full-poses. Open to people 
with any level of experience from never having taken a yoga class to having done yoga all 
their lives.

Discussion Panel: Incarcerated Veterans
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 4, 2020 (CDT)
This discussion will begin with a circle of veterans who have firsthand experience with incar-
ceration and/or the criminal justice system as it relates to veterans. Participants in the dis-
cussion will examine the ways in which combat experience and aspects of military training 
contribute to veterans getting entangled with the law after discharge, and explore key 
aspects of their recovery process. Why should Veterans For Peace be concerned about our 
incarcerated brothers and sisters? What wisdom might they share with us for our own heal-
ing journeys? Others involved in prison work or aspects of veterans’ defense are invited to 
attend and share their insights.

Workshop - Podcasting 101
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 4, 2020 (CDT)
Are you interested in reaching out to the largest audience possible? Radio and newsprint are 
quickly becoming relics of the past. Starting your own podcast will allow you to control your 
message while using social media to cast a wide net. This workshop will show you how to 
start your own podcast journey with minimal investment. All you need is a good laptop, a 
good microphone, and some dedication. Join workshop presenters Chloé Caldasso and Ricar-
do Soto, experienced creatives from Los Angeles, for a hands-on, step by step tutorial on 
how it’s done. In this workshop you will learn how to record your own voice and the voices of 
others, set up a low budget studio in your own home, perform outreach, and learn the ins 
and outs of what makes a podcast successful.
pter involvement.

Intergenerational Movement Building - Making Space and Passing the Torch
2:00 pm- 3:00 pm, August 4, 2020 (CDT)
VFP members and the public will be invited to participate in an open discussion about how 
we can better create space and foster trust within an intergenerational movement. We will 
be watching a Frank Talk by Michael McPhearson on this topic that is about 10 minutes long 
to help ground our conversation, which we hope to be one of many to come.

*Please note that all Discussion and Meeting Rooms are fully member-led and solely orga-
nized by VFP Members.
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Ea mai ke kai mai: Protecting Kanaloa, Stopping RIMPAC
3:00 pm- 4:30 pm, August 4, 2020 (CDT)
Featuring Emalani Case, Tina Grandinetti, Billy Kinney, Kisha Borja-Quichocho-Calvo, and mod-
erated by Kyle Kajihiro. This panel discusses the threat of the U.S. Navy's RIMPAC exercises to 
the lands and peoples of Hawai�i and ka Moana Nui/Oceania. Part of the Lā Ho’iho’i Ea 2020 
online series. With support from the Hawai‘i Peoples’ Fund. Originally recorded Tue., July 21.

Meeting Space: Independent / At Large Members
4:30 pm- 5:30 pm, August 4, 2020 (CDT)

Plenary - U.S. Military and the Climate Emergency
6:00 pm- 7:30 pm, August 4, 2020 (CDT)
The climate crisis, now threatening life on earth, is caused primarily by the extraction and 
burning of fossil fuels. The U.S. military is the single largest institutional user of petroleum in 
the world. How has the military played a role in adding to the climate crisis and contaminating 
the planet? What are the effects of U.S. budget priorities and military bases on the environ-
ment and climate? What harm is being done to members of the military and their families as 
well as to the general population? Learn more about these issues from a distinguished panel 
and how the struggle for climate solutions must merge with political movements in building 
coalitions for fundamental change.

Time will be given for questions and answers. Background information and resources for action 
and an opportunity to volunteer will be provided to participants at the conclusion of the plena-
ry.

Climate Action Meeting Room
7:30 pm- 8:30 pm, August 4, 2020 (CDT)
Organizers plan this one-hour meeting to be the first meeting of a regular VFP Climate Crisis 
Working Group. This group is for veteran and associate VFP members who are active in work-
ing to address the climate crisis, or who would like to be. Please view the online schedule for a 
full list of the meeting goals and agenda. 

*Please note that all Discussion and Meeting Rooms are fully member-led and solely organized 
by VFP Members.

FILM SCREENING: Black Comedy About Nuclear Weapons
7:30 pm- 9:00 pm, August 4, 2020 (CDT)
Join us for a black comedy about nuclear weapons!
----------
Late-night film screenings are a VFP Convention tradition. This year, we are experimenting with 
hosting film screenings via Zoom in order to facilitate synchronous viewing where audience 
members can communicate via “chat” while watching the films, and join in post-film discus-
sion. 
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Yoga Class - Veterans Yoga Project (50-60 mins)
10:00 am-11:00 am, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
Brian, U.S. Army veteran, will be leading a 50 - 60-minute practice of mindful, breath-cen-
tered sequential movements in which the students will be encouraged to take the time to 
find alignment, appropriate personal modifications, and support within the poses, and an 
appropriate pace of transition between poses. Although the pace is slow(er), the postures 
and sequences offer an opportunity for a challenge at all levels of personal ability and experi-
ence, and the class is appropriate for all beings. Attendees should wear loose-fitting clothing. 
It is helpful if mats, blocks, straps, and/or blankets will be available.

Workshop - Full Spectrum Counter-Recruitment
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
Speakers will show effective strategies to reach young people that are potential candidates 
for military service. Tried and true methods that combine creativity and ingenuity to express 
the truth of the Armed Forces and the ongoing conflicts.

Presenters will examine efforts to demilitarize public schools and end the flow of new war-
riors by modernizing counter recruitment efforts to oppose military tactics to use digital and 
online gaming platforms to reach kids.

Workshop - U.S. and Israeli Violence Toward Palestine Continues
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
The U.S. has green lighted continued Israeli violence toward Palestine. The U.S. has moved 
its Embassy to Jerusalem. The U.S. has stopped its annual contributions to the United Na-
tions Works and Relief Agency (UNWRA) that supports the health and education of Palestin-
ian Refugees that were forced from their homes. Home demolitions of Palestinian homes 
continues unabated. Illegal Israeli settlements on Palestinian lands continue with one settle-
ment to be named for Trump. Trump has given his approval for the Israeli annexation of the 
Golan Heights... Please find full description on online agenda page.

Veterans For Black Lives: Meeting Discussion
2:00 pm- 3:30 pm, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
An open, candid discussion with Black Veterans on their experiences and reflections during 
the current movement for racial justice and Black liberation. The conversation will include 
ways in which VFP Members can participate and mobilize, show up and grow relationships in 
an intersectional movement. We can talk about the best ways we can be part of the move-
ment and continue to center local Black leaders and their first-voice experiences. We are 
moved to activate. Let's get organized and share best practices.

*Please note that all Discussion and Meeting Rooms are fully member-led and solely orga-
nized by VFP Members.
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Workshop - Working for Peace on the Korean Peninsula
3:00 pm- 4:30 pm, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
Featured panelists will discuss the citizen advocacy programs in the U.S. and South Korea 
that are putting political pressure on governments for peace on the Korean peninsula. 
The Korea Peace Now Network of which VFP’s Korean Peace Campaign is a part, hosts the 
annual Peace for Korea advocacy days to educate members of the U.S. Congress of the 
need for diplomacy, not threats of war, to finally achieve peace on the Korean peninsula.

Discussion Room: Building Critical Mass, Tucson Model
4:30 pm- 5:30 pm, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
Hosted by Cara Bissel and VFP Chapter 13.

*Please note that all Discussion and Meeting Rooms are fully member-led and solely 
organized by VFP Members.

Workshop - Deported Veterans Advocacy Project: A Call to VFP to End the De-
portation of Veterans and Bring Them Home
6:00 pm- 7:30 pm, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
Testimonials of our deported veterans from around the world talk about their military 
experience, coming home, their unjust deportation and the struggle to come home to the 
country they served.

FILM SCREENING: Hibakusha: Our Life To Live
7:30 pm- 9:00 pm, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
by David Rothauser, Director / Writer / Producer
2017 | 58 mins

The stories of Japanese, Korean and American hibakusha—survivors of the Atomic bomb-
ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945—are linked to the relationship between Eiji Na-
kanishi (one of youngest survivors of Hiroshima) and his little friend, Yoko, an 
eight-year-old girl he teaches to play the guitar. Little by little she learns about Eiji’s hiba-
kusha experience. She becomes intrigued by colorful pictures and drawings made by the 
survivors. Then she discovers Sadako and the story of the Thousand Cranes. “Will Eiji 
take me to the Peace Festival in Hiroshima?” Incorporating a rich variety of images and 
audio elements, this film leaves an indelible impression on viewers.

This film is dedicated to Eiji Nakanishi who passed away in April, 2007.

David Rothauser is a member of VFP Chapter 9, Smedley Butler Brigade/Boston, and will 
be present for Q&A after the screening.

founder of Turtle Woman Rising an indigenous women's drumming group
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founder of Turtle Woman Rising an indigenous women's drumming group

MFSO (Military Families Speak Out) Discussion Room
7:30 pm- 8:30 pm, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
Do you have a loved one in the military, or are a post 9-11 veteran & interested in meeting up 
with other military families that oppose these wars?
Then, you and your family are invited to join the MFSO Caucus!
-Get support and fellowship with other families
-Get up-to-date on what’s going on with our troops and their families
-Step up and speak out with us in direct actions and lobbying!
MFSO is here for you!

*Please note that all Discussion and Meeting Rooms are fully member-led and solely orga-
nized by VFP Members.

Deported Veterans Advocacy: Meeting Discussion
8:30 pm- 9:30 pm, August 5, 2020 (CDT)
Our fellow veterans continue to be deported despite serving the nation that ultimately betrays 
them. We will have a discussion on how local chapters can connect with veterans who were 
deported from their state and pressure pardons from governors. We can also talk about a 
strategy to pass an executive order or legislation to stop the deportation of every veteran and 
bring all our veterans home.
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AUGUST 6TH, 2020

Chair Yoga - Veterans Yoga Project (60 mins)
10:00 am-11:00 am, August 6, 2020 (CDT)
Jessica, U.S. Army veteran, will guide you through a 60-minute chair yoga class - beginning 
with a 10-minute awareness breath-work practice & intention-setting, followed by a 40-min-
ute alignment-based chair-to-standing physical practice, concluded with a 10 minute guided 
meditation for the integration of the practice.

Workshop - Pivot to Peace with China and the World
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 6, 2020 (CDT)
This workshop is designed to support the proposed VFP Resolution, “Pivot to Peace with China 
and the World.” As members of Veterans For Peace, presenters leading the workshop reject 
the identification of China as a competitor and adversary embodied in the bipartisan Pivot to 
Asia of 2011. These workshop leaders believe that friendship and engagement between the 
American and Chinese people is the path towards a shared future of peace and prosperity for 
the peoples of America, Asia and the world.

Presenters all have backgrounds in China and anti-imperialist struggles and will stimulate a 
frank exchange of views based on facts and evidence about China, its economic, social, politi-
cal affairs, and role in the world, free of the biases and distortions which dominate much of 
political discourse and mainstream media in the United States.
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Workshop - Agent Orange/UXOs - Do Not Forget Me: Hope, Opportunity,
and Challenges
3:00 pm- 4:30 pm, August 6, 2020 (CDT)

Meeting Space: Cutting the Pentagon Budget
4:30 pm- 5:30 pm, August 6, 2020 (CDT)

75th Anniversary Hiroshima Day - One-Hour Online Commemoration (Collaborative 
Event with Pace e Bene)
7:00 pm- 8:00 pm, August 6, 2020 (CDT)

From Pace e Bene:
"For the last three and a half years, the New Mexico 75th anniversary Committee, with Pace 
e Bene, has been planning national in person vigils with great national and local speakers for 
August 6 and 9, 2020 at Los Alamos, New Mexico. Because of COVID-19, we have moved 
everything to a one-hour online event to commemorate Hiroshima and Nagasaki.Read full 
description on Agenda Page.

Film Screening: Article 9 Comes to America
8:00 pm- 9:30 pm, August 6, 2020 (CDT)
by David Rothauser, Director / Writer / Producer
2015 | 59 minutes

Japan’s Article 9 is the most powerful peace document ever written and acted upon. Written 
by U.S. occupation forces in 1946, Article 9 states that Japan will never again make war, and 
having not made war in 74 years, Japan has become, in Noam Chomsky’s words, “a role 
model for the world to follow. This documentary traces the development of Article 9 through 
the relationship of Japanese Prime Minister Kijuro Shidehara and General Douglas MacArthur, 
linked with interviews of key academics and peace activists. While the activists and academ-
ics espouse peace, a devil’s advocate known as “Arrogant Intellectual” challenges their 
high-minded points of view, leading to a surprise ending. Article 9, battered by both Japa-
nese and U.S. governments, survives 74 years to become a Nobel Peace Prize nominee.

David Rothauser is a member of VFP Chapter 9, Smedley Butler Brigade/Boston, and will be 
present for Q&A after the screening.

Meeting Space: Post 9/11 Veterans
8:00 pm- 9:00 pm, August 6, 2020 (CDT)
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Yoga Class - Veterans Yoga Project (60 mins)
10:00 am-11:00 am, August 7, 2020 (CDT)
Simone, a German military veteran, will guide you on a 60-minute class. She will invite you 
to tap into your inner strength, find grounding through the poses, and awaken your coordi-
nation skills. We will explore the natural ranges of motion within your body as well as do 
some gentle stretching. Easy breathwork and guided relaxation at the end of class will help 
you integrate the practice and balance your nervous system.

Workshop - Veteran Homelessness, from Challenges to Solutions
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 7, 2020 (CDT)
The number of unhoused Americans has increased in recent years. The annual "Point in 
Time" homeless count conducted each year by Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is a 
best guess at the number of people without a place to live in the United States. Many believe 
that the count is actually much higher. And with the pandemic the homeless count will, no 
doubt, grow. One of the major contributions that the VFP Homeless Veterans Working Group 
has made is the compilation of a detailed listing of "Best Practices" when it comes to offering 
support to unhoused individuals with a special emphasis on homeless veterans.

During this workshop, presenters will be sharing what other chapters have successfully 
implemented and soliciting ideas for how we can most effectively market these practices to 
our chapters and the public at large. Participants will receive a "Best Practice" booklet prior 
to attending the workshop. View full description on the online Agenda.

Workshop - Voices from the North: Building Momentum for an Arctic Nucle-
ar-Weapon-Free Zone
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 7, 2020 (CDT)
This workshop will feature an inter-generational panel of speakers from across the far north. 
The discussion will focus on the impacts of nuclear weapons testing and development on 
communities in the Arctic and the history of nuclear abolition movements in the region. Pan-
elists will also discuss contemporary threats brought on by the climate-nuclear nexus and 
the need for an Arctic Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone (NWFZ) now.

This presentation will also introduce and seek support for a new VFP resolution calling for the 
establishment of the Arctic NWFZ. Panelists will also involve the audience - seeking input on 
a strategy for moving the initiative forward, such as through advocacy at the United Nations’ 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference, to be held in New York City in 
January 2021.

This presentation will also introduce and seek support for a new VFP resolution calling for the 
establishment of the ANWFZ. Panelists will also involve the audience - seeking input on a 
strategy for moving the initiative forward, such as through advocacy at the United Nations’ 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference, to be held in New York City in 
January 2021.
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Discussion Room: Winning the War on Propaganda
1:30 pm- 2:30 pm, August 7, 2020 (CDT)
The discussion will address how successfully American society has been permeated and blind-
ed by one of the most successful propaganda machines in human history – one that combines 
government and corporate disinformation to repeatedly sell overt and covert wars and inter-
ventions against nations that never possessed the capability nor intent to harm or attack the 
United States: Wars and “interventions” that cost millions of innocent lives from Congo, Laos, 
Indonesia and Vietnam to Chile, Nicaragua, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Yemen. View the 
whole description on the online Agenda.

*Please note that all Discussion and Meeting Rooms are fully member-led and solely orga-
nized by VFP Members.

Connecting Movements Through Veteran Activism
3:00 pm- 4:30 pm, August 7, 2020 (CDT)
A discussion on why the veteran voice is critical in these unprecedented times to connect 
various issue based movements into one transnational revolution of human rights and justice. 
Jane Fonda will lead a discussion on how veterans can use unique military training in a new 
era of activism and how the credibility granted veterans can be used to make the movement 
accessible to more people and grow real opposition to imperialism and militarism.

Livestream: Hiroshima and Nagasaki Remembered
5:30 pm- 6:30 pm, August 7, 2020 (CDT)
Every year, all over the world, people gather to remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.

On the seventy-fifth anniversary of those bombings, gather with American and international 
peace groups, for a live streaming remembrance hosted by Kevin Martin, President of Peace 
Action, the ceremony will be led by Reverend Elizabeth Theoharis co-chair of the Poor People's 
Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival, and will feature Masako Wada, who was a young 
girl in Nagasaki and survived the bombing, she is now the Assistant Secretary General of 
Nihon Hidankyo, the Japanese organization of survivors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Stand Down Live Special Edition: RoundTable and Music
7:00 pm- 9:00 pm, August 7, 2020 (CDT)
Join us for a special edition of StandDownLive!

Veterans For Peace members have launched a weekly #StandDownLive airing every Wednes-
day at 5 pm (E), 4 pm (C), 2 pm (P). Veterans from across branches talk to a variety of 
guests. They are doing a special episode for VFP’s annual convention that features musicians 
and a roundtable discussion. Featuring musicians Brittney Chantele, Miles Megaciph, Ryan 
Harvey and Emily Yates and hosted by Natasha Erskine and Mike James.
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Gentle Yoga Class - Veterans Yoga Project (45 mins)
10:00 am-10:45 am, August 8, 2020 (CDT)
Effie, U.S. Army veteran, will guide you through a 45 Minute Gentle Yoga class. This 
gentle yoga sequence will focus on hip alignment, balance, and strength designed to 
increase flexibility and core stability. It is a little more challenging than seated hip opening 
sequences. However, honoring your body and using yoga props is encouraged. Our inten-
tions will be focused on ensuring equity on both sides of the body using the supporting 
muscles e,g, quads, glutes, and lower back

Meeting Space: Questions for VFP Staff
10:00 am-11:00 am, August 8, 2020 (CDT)

Business Meeting
12:00 pm- 5:00 pm, August 8, 2020 (CDT)
*PLEASE NOTE THAT REGISTERING FOR THE VFP CONVENTION DOES NOT MEAN YOU 
ARE AUTOMATICALLY REGISTERED FOR THE BUSINESS MEETING!

It is mandated in the VFP bylaws to hold a public business meeting annually for all 
dues-paying-members where the members hear about the state of the organization from 
the board and executive director. Bylaw and resolution proposals can be discussed and 
voted upon on the floor to help inform members when ballots go out in the Fall. We get an 
opportunity to hear from board candidates who are running for director positions.

The meeting is a way to air all internal business and ensure transparency of organizational 
governance with member input. All dues-paying-members will receive a special invite by 
email to attend regardless of registering for the convention. You will not be able to access 
this meeting through a link on the convention schedule. Look for reports, links to resolu-
tion discussions and other content to be previewed before the business meeting begins.

If your dues are not current, please visit the Veterans For Peace website (veteransfor-
peace.org) to renew now!

Guest Speaker and Ceremonies - With Dahr Jamail
5:00 pm- 6:00 pm, August 8, 2020 (CDT)
The climax of the convention is our banquet event. Although we cannot provide your 
meals this year we will have a short program of ceremonies to include the Presente! and 
awards. Then we will turn it over our main presenter this year, Dahr Jamail, and guest 
speakers to focus on domestic and global events, crisis and uprisings.
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Gentle Flow Yoga - Veterans Yoga Project
10:00 am-11:00 am, August 9, 2020 (CDT)
Jayme, U.S. Coast Guard veteran, will be guiding you through a mindful resilience-based 
class is to cultivate both physical and mental resilience and support the peaceful release 
of stress. Gentle flow for all levels of yoga experience looking to quiet a busy mind. 
Mindful movement of strength, balance, stretching, and breathing techniques you can 
use on and off the mat. The pace is slow, emphasizing space and discovery of what feels 
right for each individual. This practice utilizes a dedicated focus on connecting with the 
breath as a tool to reset the nervous system. No props required but feel free to have 
them available if necessary.

Meeting Space: Organizing to End Current Wars
10:00 am-11:00 am, August 9, 2020 (CDT)

Plenary - The War on Afghanistan: How We Got Here and Where Do We Go From 
Here?
12:00 pm- 1:30 pm, August 9, 2020 (CDT)

Join Afghan activist Arash Azizzada and U.S. veterans of the war on Afghanistan in a 
discussion that looks at the history of U.S. involvement in Afghanistan. Arash will delve 
into the current situation, the complexities of the U.S. occupation and the importance of 
centering Afghan voices, featuring videos of testimony from Afghan refugees. Join us for 
an important discussion on where we go from here.

Closing Plenary: With VFP Japan
3:00 pm- 4:30 pm, August 9, 2020 (CDT)
Join us for a compelling closing plenary featuring Associate Members of the VFP Japan 
Chapter. More information and updates on the online agenda.

END OF CONVENTION

Thank you so much for joining us!
We hope you enjoyed our programming. 

Contact Email: convention@veteransforpeace.org


