
 

October 24, 2019 

Senate President Karen Spilka 

Massachusetts State House, Room 332 

24 Beacon St 

Boston, MA 02133 

Dear President Spilka, 

It has come to our attention that you are planning to lead a JCRC-sponsored trip to Israel in December and have 

been inviting some of your Senate colleagues to participate. 

We strongly object to this trip, which is sponsored and funded by a group which lobbies the Massachusetts 

legislature and which has advocated for several Israel-related measures at the State House, including $250,000 

in taxpayer funding for the New England Israel Business Council.  There is also another attempt this year to pass 

legislation punishing supporters of BDS, who seek to pressure Israel to abide by human rights standards and 

international law. Last year, an identical bill backed by the JCRC was rightly “sent to study.”  

We oppose not only lobbyist-sponsored Israel trips, but any travel paid for by groups which lobby at the State 

House. Although the State Ethics Commission has allowed such travel through a “public interest” loophole, we 

believe that when lobbyists who have business before the Massachusetts legislature pay for legislators to travel 

there is clear violation of the principles of ethics regulation and at least the appearance of a conflict of interest. 

We have advocated closing this loophole at hearings before the Ethics Commission and are preparing to submit 

legislation to that effect in the face of a refusal by the Commission to alter its policy. 

We fail to see how JCRC-paid travel – or travel paid for by any lobbying organization – effectively serves the 

public interest. This is a violation of principles of good government and legislative transparency. 

We urge you to cancel this upcoming trip as a clear-cut conflict of interest.  If legislators want to learn more 

about Israel and Palestine, they are free to travel there at their own expense (or sponsored by non-lobbying 

organizations) for trips that would not offer a one-sided view of the region.   

Furthermore, we believe it is unacceptable for Massachusetts legislators – especially Democrats – to participate 

in an Israel-government-friendly trip when Israel has recently refused the entry of two sitting members of 

Congress, Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar, who wished to visit on their own, not on one of the usual AIPAC-

financed trips. So long as Israel does not allow every member of Congress to visit to see how U.S. taxpayer 

dollars are spent, we believe no elected officials should agree to go. 

Sincerely, 

 

Cole Harrison 

Roslindale 

 

Jeff Klein 

Dorchester 

 

Munir Jirmanus 

Medford 

Susan Nicholson 

Gloucester 

 

Eva Moseley 

Cambridge 

 

Noble Larson 

Arlington 

 

Pat Westwater-Jong  

Bolton 

 

Abby Yanow 

Watertown 

 

L. Michael Hager 

Eastham 

Andrea Burns 

Boston 

 

Carol Coakley 

Millis 

 


