
Massachusetts 2018 Congressional Primary 

 Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Candidate Name: Juana Matias 

Print full name of person completing this form: Samantha Riemer  

Email: samantha@juanamatias.com 

Role in campaign (candidate, campaign manager, etc.): Campaign Manager 

 

Nuclear Weapons 

1. Do you support a law to prevent the President from launching a nuclear first strike unless 

Congress has declared war?  (HR.669/S.200)    Y   /  N 

2. Do you support the Administration’s program to build new generations of nuclear warheads, 

submarines, missiles, strategic bombers, cruise missiles, and bomb production facilities?  

Y  /   N 

Additional Comments:  

The consequences of nuclear conflict pose much too great a threat for the human race, let alone our 

country, for our government to do anything short of passing legislation that requires explicit 

Congressional approval for a military engagement involving first strike nuclear options. The current 

occupant of the White House, and his penchant for threatening nuclear-fueled military action via tweet, 

should serve as a wake up call to Congress that it is time to reassert its Constitutionally designated power 

to declare war. We must do all we can to ensure that we do not allow our country and the global 



community to be dragged to the brink of nuclear annihilation by an impulsive, and unbalanced 

Commander-In-Chief. 

 

Korea 

3. Do you support a diplomatic solution to tensions with North Korea, in which the United States 

would give security guarantees and make peace with the North, in cooperation with President 

Moon and the South Korean government?   Y   /  N 

4. Do you support a law to prevent the President from launching a military strike on North Korea 

unless Congress has declared war?  (H. 4837 / S. 2016)   Y   /  N 

Additional Comments:  

I believe that our government has the moral responsibility to exhaust, in earnest,  all avenues of 

diplomacy before considering military action against a hostile foreign government. Congress is best 

positioned to serve as the safe guard to prevent our country, the people of South Korea, and our allies 

proximate to the Korean Peninsula, from being dragged into a potentially cataclysmic military action. 

 

Middle East 

5. Do you support congressional legislation similar to S.J. Res. 54, halting the unconstitutional 

involvement of the US in the Saudi intervention in Yemen?   Y   /  N 

6. Do you support legislation to prevent U.S. military intervention in Syria, stationing military forces 

there, and providing assistance and training to insurgents?   Y   /  N 

7. Will you vote to terminate the U.S. military intervention in Afghanistan?     Y   /  N 

8. Do you support the Iran nuclear deal, and continued dialogue with Iran to resolve other areas of 

tension between our nations?   Y   /  N 

Additional Comments:  



For the better part of what is now approaching two decades, Congress has allowed the Executive Branch 

to pull the United States into more military engagements in the Middle East than best serve the interests of 

the American people and the global community. The era of reflexive military intervention in the Middle 

East by the United States must come to an end. We must consider sincere diplomacy first and ensure that 

Congress has a real role in shaping future military action. 

 

Israel/Palestine 

9. Do you pledge to "Skip the Trip" -- to refuse the all-expenses-paid tour of Israel that's offered to 

all freshmen in Congress by the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, AIPAC?   Y   /  N 

10. Do you support the "Promoting Human Rights by Ending Israeli Military Detention of Palestinian 

Children Act", introduced by Rep. Betty McCollum (HR. 4319)?    Y   /  N 

11. Do you oppose “anti-BDS” legislation that seeks to undermine our First Amendment freedom to 

boycott (HR. 1697 / S.720)?   Y   /  N 

Additional Comments:  

I will always support the right to collective action. Whether people agree or disagree with the boycott, 

divestment and sanctions (BDS) movement itself, I believe in every American’s right to make up their 

own minds about it. The “anti-BDS” legislation, despite its aim to support a key American ally, would be 

an unacceptable infringement of Constitutional rights, and runs contrary to the very essential American 

value of allowing dissenting voices to be heard. 

 

Military Budget 

12. Will you join the Congressional Progressive Caucus and vote for its  People's Budget ?    Y   /  N 

13. Do you support significantly reshaping the Pentagon budget?   Y   /  N 

14. If so, what types of programs would you identify for potential reduction or elimination?  

http://cpcbudget.org/


There is no question that the Pentagon’s budget is inflated. In fact, this was true even before 

Congress’ recent massive increase in military spending. This unnecessary spending exists as a 

direct barrier to funding the priorities of the Congressional Progressive Caucus’ People’s Budget. 

The first priority Congress must tackle to reign in out-of-control military spending is the 

off-budget spending on ongoing wars. A 2017 report revealed that since 2001, the current and 

future costs from its wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Syria, as well as costs attributed to 

Department of Homeland Security, was $4.79 trillion. Even more alarmingly, direct war spending 

was only calculated at $1.7 trillion of that figure. In taking this approach to cutting the Pentagon’s 

budget, we create the opportunity to direct real appropriations for progressive policies our country 

needs for improved infrastructure, and excellent education or our children. 

 

Campaign Contributions 

15. Decisions on national security and defense must be based on national security and moral 

principles, not outside influences.  Will you commit to refuse campaign contributions from PACs, 

executives or organizations representing the top five weapons manufacturers (Lockheed Martin, 

Northrop Grumman, Raytheon, Boeing, and General Dynamics) as well as as from the National 

Rifle Association?   Y   /  N 

Additional Comments: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. If MAPA were to pledge its support, how would you prefer we help your campaign? (select all that 

apply) 



a. Endorsement 

b. PAC contribution for general, primary, or both 

c. Online bundling 

d. Fundraising conference call 

e. Hosting fundraising events 

f. Local and/or national press release on endorsement 

g. Quotes for your press release and other communications 

h. Messaging guidance and talking points 

i. In-kind donation of a professional organizer(s) 

j. Email list exchange (ours is about 6k) 

k. Recruiting of volunteers inside and/or outside of district 

l. Voter outreach phone banking 

m. Social media support 

n. Issue briefing with experts 

o. Op-eds. LTEs, and other media in support; district or state 

 

Signature: ________________________________________________ 

Date: ___________________________ 


