
 

Massachusetts 2018 Congressional Primary 

Candidate Questionnaire 

 

Candidate Name: Barbara L’Italien 

Full name of person completing this form: Joe Katz 

Email: katz@teambarbara.com 

Role in campaign: Communications director 

 

Nuclear Weapons 

1. Do you support a law to prevent the President from 

launching a nuclear first strike unless Congress has 

declared war? YES 

2. Do you support the Administration’s program to build 

new generations of nuclear warheads, submarines, 

missiles, strategic bombers, cruise missiles and bomb 

production facilities? NO 

 

Additional Comments on Nuclear Weapons: 
I have been marching in the streets for nuclear 

disarmament since I was in college, and I firmly believe 

our government must be more focused on ensuring people 

have a roof over their heads and food on their plates and 

less focused on new methods to end the world. As a 

member of WiLL/WAND, I have introduced a resolution 

in the Massachusetts State Senate calling on Congress to 

swiftly pass restrictions on the President’s nuclear first 
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strike authority, and I have been pushing my colleagues to 

move it forward in response to Trump’s withdrawal from 

the Iran deal. 

 

Korea 

3. Do you support a diplomatic solution to tensions with 

North Korea, in which the United States would give 

security guarantees and make peace with the North, in 

cooperation with President Moon and the South Korean 

government? YES 

4. Do you support a law to prevent the President from 

launching a military strike on North Korea unless 

Congress has declared war? YES 

 

Additional Comments on Korea: 

I believe in diplomacy, and I believe our nation must be 

committed to the hard work of diplomatic engagement 

rather than foreign policy by bluster and saber-rattling 

Tweets. A responsible president taking a multilateral 

approach can find a way forward with North Korea, and as 

a member of the House I will do whatever is in my power 

to encourage them to do so. Furthermore, Congress needs 

to be fulfilling its responsibilities and checking the 

president’s war powers, in the War on Terror and in all 

international affairs. We should not be going to war 

without Congress playing its intended constitutional role. I 



 

will apply that to North Korea, and I will support Senator 

Merkley’s authorization for use of military force resolution 

to ensure we establish this principle as a norm. 

 

Middle East 

5. Do you support congressional legislation similar to S.J. 

Res 54, halting the unconstitutional involvement of the 

U.S. in the Saudi intervention in Yemen? YES 

6. Do you support legislation to prevent U.S. military 

intervention in Syria, stationing military forces there, and 

providing training to insurgents? 

7. Will you vote to terminate the U.S. military intervention 

in Afghanistan? 

8. Do you support the Iran nuclear deal, and continued 

dialogue with Iran to resolve other areas of tension 

between our nations? YES 

 

Additional Comments on Middle East: 

 

Our support for the Saudi intervention in Yemen has never 

been authorized by Congress, and it does not address a 

threat to our nation or benefit our national security. It has, 

however, worsened the humanitarian catastrophe for the 

people on the ground, and it should be brought to an end. 

 



 

I am not convinced that the involvement of the United 

States military in Syria has had a positive impact on 

balance, and I am concerned that their presence there 

risks their lives and risks drawing our nation deeper and 

deeper into that complex and tragic war. However, I do not 

believe there is any simple answer as to how our country 

should approach the Syrian conflict, and I do not want to 

make policy commitments before I have fully come to 

terms with what the least worst way forward would be. I 

will analyze any proposal to continue or deepen our 

involvement with great skepticism. In that process, I will 

insist that we not put our young people in harm’s way or in 

a position to harm Syrians without a) a clear idea of what 

we are trying to accomplish, b) a sense of what national 

values we are serving by trying to accomplish that goal, c) 

a clear strategy on how we are setting out to accomplish 

that goal, and d) an open, public debate in Congress on our 

plan that culminates in an explicit authorizing vote. 

 

The Taliban pose a genuine threat to human rights and 

freedom and our national security, and I remain 

concerned that withdrawing U.S. troops from Afghanistan 

would ultimately result in terrible consequences for the 

Afghani people and the world. On the other hand, I do not 

see significant benefit in putting more of our young men 

and women in the field - we had many more troops in 



 

place without achieving a final victory in years past. We 

have over-emphasized purely military solutions in 

Afghanistan, and need to focus more on helping the 

Afghani government stand on its own two feet in fighting 

corruption, providing basic services and earning the public 

trust, along with encouraging a peace process with real 

buy-in from the major stakeholders. 

 

The Iran nuclear deal was a perfect example of diplomacy 

working. Their nuclear program had been abandoned. The 

answer to our remaining areas of tension is more 

diplomatic engagement, not less.  

 

Israel-Palestine 

9. Do you pledge to “Skip The Trip” - to refuse the 

all-expenses-paid tour of Israel that’s offered to all 

freshman in Congress by the American Israel Public 

Affairs Committee? NO 

 

10. Do you support the “Promoting Human Rights by 

Ending Israeli Military Detention of Palestinian Children 

Act,” introduced by Rep. Betty McCollum (H.R. 4319)? 

YES 

 



 

11. Do you oppose “anti-BDS” legislation that seeks to 

undermine our First Amendment freedom to boycott? 

YES 

Additional Comments on Israel-Palestine 

I am not committed to attending the American Israel 

Public Affairs Committee tour. However, having traveled 

to the region twice before, I’ve found being there and being 

able to talk to Israelis and Palestinians about their daily 

lives provides valuable perspective.  

 

I believe that any nation’s treatment of children should be 

held to the highest standard. I do not support our taxpayer 

dollars being used to harm children in this country or in 

Israel. 

 

I think an open dialogue is important, and I believe we 

need to respect people’s right to be heard on both sides of 

the issue. This is something a lot of people feel 

passionately about, and it needs more discussion and not 

less. I will oppose legislation to seeks to silence this 

debate. 

 

Military Budget 

12. Will you join the Congressional Progressive Caucus and 

vote for its People’s Budget?  YES 

13. Do you support significant reshaping the Pentagon 



 

budget? YES 

14. If so, what types of programs would you identify for 

potential reduction or elimination?  

 

Defense spending is extremely complicated, and I won’t 

pretend to be an expert on it. I certainly believe we need 

to do everything we can to provide our troops what they 

require and keep our country safe. But I oppose defense 

spending for the sake of defense spending, and I am going 

to carefully analyze the Pentagon budget and stand 

against the use of funds not tied to a clear strategic need. 

To begin with, I will oppose the proposed expenditures for 

a “new generation” of nuclear weapons, which I believe 

may make the nation less safe rather than more.  

 

Additional Comments on Military Budget: 

I’ve been a legislator. I’ve helped write budgets, I’ve had to 

go through them hunting for unnecessary spending. I’ve 

laid awake at night thinking about what I could do to make 

sure Massachusetts was helping more kids, that we weren’t 

cutting services people needed to get by. I also think we 

need to be focused on getting people jobs, getting people 

health care, getting people a good education, and that’s 

what we should be spending more money on, not bloated 

military budgets. 

 



 

15. If MAPA were to pledge its support, how would you 

prefer we help your campaign? 

A. Endorsement - YES 

B. PAC contribution for general, primary or both - YES 

C. Online bundling - YES 

D. Fundraising conference call - YES 

E. Hosting fundraising events - YES 

F. Local and/or national press release on endorsement - 

YES 

G. Quotes for your press release and other 

communications - YES 

H. Messaging guidance and talking points - YES 

I. In-kind donation of a professional organizer - YES 

J. Email list exchange-  YES 

K. Recruiting of volunteers -YES 

L. Voter outreach phone banking - YES 

M. Social media support - YES 

N. Issue briefing with experts - YES 

O. Op-eds, LTEs and other media in support - YES 
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